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Celebrating India's 77th 
Independence Day: 

“Let Our Country Awake” 


Independence Day celebrations in India is a kaleidoscope of 
colours and emotions. From the Prime Minister's address at the 
Red Fort to flag hoisting ceremonies in schools, offices and street 
corners, the day is a vibrant celebration of freedom. Streets come 
alive with the rhythms of patriotic songs, and the aroma of 
sweets fills the air as people exchange greetings of “Happy 
Independence Day!” and “Jai Hind!" 

One of the most celebrated poems by Gurudev Rabindranath 
Tagore 'Let My Country Awake’ written in 1910 is as powerful 
today in its poignancy and relevance as it was then. In fact, more 
so now than ever before as our country and the world is in 
constant flux. Tagore's poem continues to provide the moral 
imperative of hope, the balm to tireless striving and the meaning 
and essence of true freedom. And we pray for our country as she 
celebrates her 77th independence day on 15 August 2024. 

As the tricolour unfurls against the backdrop of the Red Fort on 
the 15th August, a wave of patriotism will sweep across the 
nation. India's 77th Independence Day is not only a tryst with 
destiny but also a testament to the indomitable spirit of 1.4 
billion dreams. 

On August 15, 1947, as the clock struck midnight, India awoke to 
life and freedom. The journey to this moment was paved with 
sacrifices, from the first war of independence in 1857 to the non- 
violent resistance led by Mahatma Gandhi. Today, we stand on 
the shoulders of giants, our freedom a precious gift from those 
who dared to dream of a free India and the fruit of the countless 
sacrifices made by the brave men and women of India. 

Since independence, India has charted a course of progress that 
has astounded the world: from launching its first satellite, 
Aryabhata, in 1975 to the recent Chandrayaan missions, India's 
space program has skyrocketed, quite literally. The Green 
Revolution transformed India from a food-deficient nation to a 
global agricultural powerhouse. India's IT industry has becomea 
global force, with Indian tech talents leaving their mark 
worldwide. Through targeted efforts, India has made significant 
strides in poverty reduction, giving millions a chance at a better 
life. 

From the days of the "License Raj" to becoming one of the 
world's fastest-growing economies, India's economic journey 
has been nothing short of remarkable. The liberalization of 1991 
unleashed a wave of entrepreneurship and innovation, 
propelling India into the league of major global economies. 

As we celebrate our achievements, we must also acknowledge 
the challenges that lie ahead: while India's economy has grown, 
the benefits haven't reached all sections of society equally. 
Despite India's strong recent record on economic growth, its 
middle class remains small and getting a job is no guarantee of 
escaping poverty. 

Environmental concerns, from air pollution to water scarcity, 
demand urgent attention. Severe pollution of air quality in urban 
areas due to industrial emissions, vehicular exhaust, and crop 
burning. Contamination of water bodies by industrial effluents, 
sewage discharge, agricultural runoff, and untreated domestic 
waste. India, known for its rich biodiversity and vibrant 
ecosystems, faces a myriad of ecological challenges that threaten 
its natural heritage and the well-being of its citizens. From rapid 
urbanization to climate change, these challenges require urgent 
attention and concerted efforts from policymakers, communi- 
ties, and individuals alike. 

As we stand at this juncture and as the future beckons us with 
promise, let us entrust our incredible country to the maternal 
care and guidance of our Mother Mary whose feast of the 
Assumption we celebrate on 15th August, and pray “Into that 
heaven of freedom, my Father, let our country awake.” 


Kolkata | August 9-15, 2024 


Letters to the Editor 


The Plight of Slow Learners 


Sir, Iwas the chief guest at the Annual Day of the 
Jesuit run St. Lawrence's High School in 2018. I 
was deeply touched by the gesture of the Jesuit 
community there; especially their managing 
committee and the Headmaster, Fr. Sebastian 
James SJ who had invited me. I have no political 
contacts nor am I wealthy, yet the Jesuits invited 
me. This is the greatness of the Society of Jesus. 
There I felicitated all the top boys in various 
classes. 

It is in this context that I want to highlight the 
plight of students who are not academically 
bright. When did academic brightness start 
reflecting on personal sanctity? St. John Vianney 
was not very bright academically. Neither were 
Baba Vamdeb and Trailanga Swami. It hurts 
children to see those who get higher scores than 
them felicitated. It is like talking on and on 
about the blessings of parenthood to those who 
wanted to have children but cannot. This 
grievous wrong should not be done. No student 
should be singled out for academic accolades as 
a kid. And both Hindu and Roman Catholic 
theologies teach us that every person is unique. 
YHWH for you and the Devi for me, does not 
judge us by our intelligence. We are judged by 
how much we have loved our enemies. This is 
both Christian and Hindu pedagogy: ahimsa. 
Teachers should be sensitised to never insult 
children in front of their classmates. When God 
takes care of sparrows that fly in the air, who are 
we to neglect even one child? Also, we should be 
careful in labelling a child dyslexic etc. yet 


quietly provide help if needed. The Kingdom of 
God qua Shakti is for the little ones. Intellectuals 
mostly collude with Pilate and quibble over the 
question: Quid estVeritas? 

Let me illustrate, I remember Fr. Larry Abello SJ 
because he loved me unconditionally. The 
theology professor, Fr. Timmerman, a gaunt, 
austere and thin Jesuit whom I met in his last 
days while he was at St. Xavier's Jesuit 
Residence, Kolkata praised the intellect of Fr. 
Abello who spiritually guided none less than 
Saint Mother Teresa of Kolkata. Yet intellect did 
not count with Fr. (Dr.) Abello SJ who made 
Kolkata his home though he belonged to the 
Darjeeling Province of the Jesuits. His intellect 
told him to consult Fr. Horace Rozario SJ, along- 
time editor of this paper, whenever Fr. Abello 
needed to know whether he had done the right 
thing by writing something or the other. I am 
witness to the poverello's humility. Yet in 
schools students are not taught that high scores 
do not matter; only self-abnegation matters. 
Great intellectual feats do not matter. Debating 
like ace politicians do not matter. God alone 
matters. Are we as two very different Faith 
communities doing the right thing for our kids? 
Do we want more and more glib, fast-talking 
corporate honchos or do we want men of the 
mettle of St. John Vianney and Trailanga Swami? 
If we do not decide now and reform our 
pedagogies, AI will certainly usher in an 
Orwellian dystopia where some children will 
feel left our and abandoned. The current 
education system destroys the souls of children 
andeven adults. Dr. Subhasis Chattopadhyay 


Memo From God 


Tam God. peas 
Today I will be handling 
all of your problems. 3m 
Please remember that I 
do notneed your help. 

If life happens to deliver 
a situation to you that 
you cannot handle, do 
not attempt to resolve it. 
Kindly put it in the 
SFGTD (something for 
God to do) box. All situa- 
tions will be resolved... 
but in My time, not 
yours. 

Once the matter is 
placed into the box, do not hold onto it by 
worrying about it. Instead, focus on all the 
wonderful things that are present in your 
life now. 

If you find yourself stuck in traffic; Don't 
despair. There are people in this world for 
whom driving is an unheard of privilege. 
Should you have a bad day at work; Think of 
the man who has been out of work for 
years. 

Should you despair over a relationship 
gone bad; Think of the person who has 
never known what it's like to love and be 
loved in return. 

Should you grieve the passing of another 
weekend; Think of the woman in dire 
straits, working twelve hours a day, seven 


days a week to feed her children. 

Should your car break down, leaving you 
miles away from assistance; Think of the 
paraplegic who would love the opportunity 
to take that walk. 

Should you notice a new gray hair in the 
mirror; Think of the cancer patient in 
chemo who wishes she had hair to 
examine. 

Should you find yourself at a loss and 
pondering what is life all about, asking 
what is my purpose? Be thankful. There are 
those who didn't live long enough to get 
the opportunity. 

Should you find yourself the victim of other 
people's bitterness, ignorance, smallness 
or insecurities; Remember, things could be 
worse. Youcould be one of them! 


